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Scottish   
News     

Dec ember  2 01 5 No. 141  
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

 
  
Jan 23 rd  Burns Supper  6.30pm for 7pm Scottish Hall Tickets available b y 
contacting any of the Council  

 
Feb 14 th  Provincial Pipe Band Comps 9am ë 5pm Kaiapoi Rugby Grounds  
 
Feb 28 th  Canterbury Scottish Cultural Festival 9.30am -4pm Riccarton  
Bush, Kahu Road, Riccarton  
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See us on facebook:  www.facebook.com/chchscottishsocietyofnz  
 

P O Box 21 -092, Edgeware, Christchurch 8143  

Whoäs Who 2015/2016 
Chief  
Graeme Matheson  Ph:355 4391/02 12 622300 

ellenandgraeme -m@clear.net.nz   

Senior Chieftain   
Dawn Satherly Ph: 355 8650  

 

Chieftains 
Margaret Birse Ph: 021 2535845 bealey47@hotmail.com  

 
Ross Fraser Ph: 981 9938 resarf@paradise.net.nz   

 

Secretary  
Geoff Tyson Ph: 359 6279 gf.tyson@xtra.co.nz     

 

Treasurer   
Christine Seaton Ph: 354 6967  

 

Councillors  
Rosalind Reece Ph: 342 4277 reeceline@xtra.co.nz  
Stu Gordon Ph: 981 1356 Stu@maidengroup.co.nz   

Cushla Piesse Ph: 352 7251 c-p.piesse@orcon.net.nz   

Kathie Gordon Ph: 981 1356 Bydand.clan@clear.net.nz   

JB Anderson Ph:   jb@zumbafitness.net.nz  
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The Chiefäs Report  

 My congratulations go to the Pipe Band with their successes at the Hororata Highland Games and the Casino 

competitions at the University of Canterbury. Also congratulations to the young drummers Georgia Eagle and Emily 

Malins who won trophies at the Casino Competitions. It is very pleasing to see these young band members rewarded 

for their enthusiasm and dedication to practice and performing.  I wish the band well for the rest of the season and 

at the National competition in Palmerston North. 

The hall is looking very good with the scaffolding removed from the Edgeware and Caledonian Road sides. I thank 

the users of the hall for their continuing patience during the interruptions occurring as the repairs are done. 

Due to the poor condition of much of the timber revealed when the roughcasting was removed, the repairs have 

taken a lot longer than anticipated. Bearing in mind the hall is almost 140 years old there was no preserving of the 

timber in the late 180лΩǎΦ !ƭǎƻ Ǌŀƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƘƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƻŀƪ ŀǿŀȅΦ {ƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

was not more rot in the timber. Water channels have been put in around the foundations to drain away future rain 

water. 

With the aid of Jeremy Flood, father of a dancing pupil, the Council is pursuing Grant money to finish the exterior 

and tidy up the inside of the hall. My thanks go to Jeremy. 

For St Andrews Day along with Charlie Jemmett we had a very successful céilidh. However I was disappointed by the 

lack of Society members attending. Those of us at the event had a marvelous evening dancing and enjoying the 

ƳǳǎƛŎ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΩǎ ōŀƴŘΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŞƛƭƛŘƘΩǎ ŦŜǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ŎŀƭƭŜǊ DŀǊȅ Elford who 

had many of us on the floor all evening. 

The Council welcomed JB Anderson as a new member at its November meeting.  JB is a regular hall user and brings 

another perspective to the Council. 

Please keep Saturday 23rd January 2016 free for our Annual Burns Supper evening. See notice elsewhere in this 

newsletter. There will be items by the highland dancers, the pipe band amongst others who will provide a feast of 

Burns songs and verse. 

Ellen and I wish you all a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

Do join the Scottish Country Dancing group who will celebrate Hogmanay in the hall commencing 7.30pm. 

Yours Aye  

  Graeme 

 

Editorial  

My apologies for the lateness of this edition however since August this year my health has plagued me 

resulting in 6 trips to hospital here is hoping for a better 2016.  Editor  



  
Page 4 

 
  

 

Burns Supper  
Saturday 23rd January, 2016  

6.30pm for 7pm start.  

This annual event is one our highlights of the year and one not to 
be missed.  

An evening of addresses to the Bard, the Haggis, the Lassies 
and the Laddies, Burns poetry and song.  

$25.00 which includes a Haggis, Neeps & Tatties dinner. Bring 
your own drink.  

For tickets please phone:  

Graeme on 355 4391/021 2622300  

or Ross on 981 9938/022 0115141  

 

 

Scottish Country Dance Club  

The Club held its official closing for the year 2015 on Tuesday 24 November.   We had invited other Clubs to join with 
us on this night. 
It was a lovely evening for all the dancers that attended.   We have had another good year of dancing guided by our 
two Tutors, Margaret McMurtry and Shirley Butterfield.   
 We look forward to commencing again on the first Tuesday 2 February 2016 at 7.30pm.  New members would be 
most welcome, come and join us we are a very friendly group of people. 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy and safe New Year from 
The Scottish Country Dancing Club Members. 
 
Best Wishes 
Maree 
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Highland Dancing Class  

On Wednesday 25th November my dancing school gathered together at the Scottish Society hall to celebrate the end 

of another great year of dancing. 

It was a low key affair with each dancing group having their own item and at the concert they rose to the occasion 

and enjoyed performing for family and friends. 

There were 5 items: 

 Irish Jig 

 Highland Fling 

 Double Swords 

 Senior Melbourne Clog 

 Huey, Luey and Duey ï a dance choreographed by Sammi Van den Broek, Kate 

Watson and Kennedy Jones. 

 Spontaneous Five ï a dance choreographed by Jordan McIvor, Sammi Van den Broek, 

Kate Watson, Kennedy Jones and Athena Merrick. 

 

The concert was all about participation and enjoying dancing. 

Well done. 

 Kate Watson, Samantha Van den Broek, Sophie Borsboom, Eliza McDonald,  Jordan McIvor, Athena Merrick, Niamh 

Chamberlain, Briar Chamberlain, Kennedy Jones, Rosa Borsboom, Alice Rodda, Libby Rodda and Elina Wagteveld. 

Presentation of exam and excellence in dance certificates ended a great little concert. 

  



  
Page 6 

 
  

   

The McIvor family then had a wonderful BBQ prepared for us all. 

 

Cushla Piesse  
Councillor for the dance class 

 
  

 

 

Scottish Society Pipe Band  
Competition season is upon us again!  The band has already competed at Hororata Highland Games, Christchurch 

Casino Highland Day (formerly Victoria Square Day) and Palmerston North Highland Square Day with very pleasing 

results.   

As usual, the Hororata community put on a fantastic event which drew the biggest crowds yet.  For us this contest 

was a first try of our new set and medley tunes we had been learning over the winter and all about setting a 

foundation for the upcoming season.  We were happy to be placed first in our grade and first overall.   

Christchurch Casino Highland Day was held on Saturday 5th December ς it turned out to be a very hot day so we all 

felt a bit cooked in our kilts, woollen hose and black shoes!  Again, pleasing results with Scottish Society being placed 

first in Grade 4 out of 7 bands including Celtic Pipe Band (Nelson), City of Invercargill and South Canterbury Highland 

Pipe Band (Timaru).   Our two youngest members ς Georgia Eagle (10 years old) and Emma Malins (11 years old) ς 

proudly went up in front of massed bands to receive our trophy.  Georgia is a side drummer and Emma is a tenor 

drummer ς excellent work from both girls to be in a competing band at such a young age. 

Drumming solos were also held at Casino Day.  Congratulations to Georgia Eagle who did exceptionally well by 

winning both D Grade and Novice side in side drumming.   A big thumbs up also to 10 year old Struan Gordon for 

competing in solo side drumming - it takes a lot of courage to get up there and perform solo in front of judges ς 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜΗ 
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As I write this the band has just returned from the Jenny Mair Highland Square Day in Palmerston North on Saturday 

12th December with an awesome outcome.     First in the medley, second in the set and first in ensemble gained us 

the overall first in Grade 4 out of 9 bands.  Needless to say we were over the moon with that result heading into the 

build-up to Nationals in March.  Georgia Eagle once again did us proud with a 2nd and 3rd in C grade drumming solos.  

The band is very grateful to have received travel grants from Pub Charity ($5000 towards airfares) and New Zealand 

Community Trust ($2700 towards accommodation).  This funding means we can put our energies into performing 

well rather than endless fundraising to get there! 

After Palmerston North, Christmas will be knocking at the door!  The band is performing at the Santa Parade in 

Hanmer again on Friday evening (18th Dec) followed by our usual stay over in Hanmer and dunk in the pools. 

Pipe Major Nick Eagle is giving us all a nice long break over the festive season and we are not scheduled to return to 

practice until the end of the January.  The band is not planning to attend the Ashburton Festival this year in favour of 

a weekend practice.  For those of you wanting to still go along to Ashburton it is on Sunday 31st January starting at 

12:30 pm with a street march.  This is always a lovely day out sitting in the sunshine at the Ashburton domain 

listening to bands. 

Geraldine Duncan 

Upcoming Events 

12
th
 Dec  Palmerston North Square Day 

19
th
 Dec   Hanmer Christmas Parade 

31
st
 Jan  Ashburton Music Festival (band not attending this year) 

14
th
 Feb Canterbury Centre Contest ï Kaiapoi Rugby Club, Smith St, 

Kaiapoi 

21/21
st
 Feb  Dunedin Contests (band not attending this year) 

28
th
 Feb  Riccarton Bush Contest, Kahu Rd, Chrirstchurch 

11/12 Mar  National Pipe Band Championships, Feilding 
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